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Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Lincoln-Douglas 
Debates of 1858. 



The Ottawa Meeting. 

The city of Ottawa and LaSalle county celebrated on Friday, Aug. 
21, 1908 the fiftieth anniversary of the first of the famous joint debates 
between Mr. Lincoln and Senator Douglas. The day was .a gala 
day for Ottawa. The city was handsomely decorated and pictures of 
Mr. Lincoln and Senator Douglas were everywhere displayed. Some 
of the older residents had original pictures of Mr. Lincoln displayed in 
the windows of their residences, which they had cherished from the 
tim.e of the original debate. The weather was most delightful and 
there was a very large crowd in the city. 

The carriage in which Mr. Lincoln rode on the day of the original 
debate was in use, and was occupied during the parade by the mayor 
and some other city officials. The carriage is in an excellent state of 
preservation and is now the property of J. M. Gore of Grand Ridge. 
Mr. Gore prizes this historic relic very highly. 

The LaSalle County Historical Society had quarters in the princi- 
pal hotel where a committee received persons who had heard the orig- 
inal debates and gave each of them a badge with an appropriate in- 
scription, and seats were reserved for them on the platform. About 
three hundred of these veterans were present and as many more sent 
in their names as having been present and having heard the original 
debate. The letters from these survivors came from many distant 
cities and states, and many anecdotes were related of the famous day 
fifty years ago. 

The exercises of the day began with the presentation to the city, by 
the mini Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution of 
Ottawa, of an immense boulder which had been placed in Washington 
park to mark the spot where the original debate occurred. 

The boulder bears these words : "This tablet marks the site of the 
first Lincoln and Douglas debate, held August 21, 1858. Erected by 
the mini Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, Ottawa, 
Illinois, August 21, 1908." The boulder is an immense one, and was 
found on the farm of Moab Trumbo about seven miles northeast of 
Ottawa in LaSalle county. Mr. Trumbo willingly donated the boulder 
for the patriotic purpose for which. the Illini Chapter sought it. The 
address presenting the boulder with its handsome and appropriate 
bronze tablet, was made by Mrs. B. F. Lincoln, regent of the chapter. 



This address was a most stirring appeal to the patriotic instincts of the 
audience, and is replete with valuable historical information, especially 
as to the work and objects of the patriotic society known as the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. At the close of Mrs. Lincoln's 
address two little children, Master Strawn Trumbo and Miss Rebecca 
Standard loosened the cords and drew aside the American flag which 
had veiled the boulder. The gift of the boulder was accepted on behalf 
of the city of Ottawa by Mayor James F. Farrell, in an eloquent and 
patriotic address. 

Addresses were made later in the day by J. McCan Davis, Samuel 
Alschuler, Judge John P. Hand, and Col. J. Hamilton Lewis. 

Hon. Stephen A. Douglas, the son of the "Little Giant," who is now 
a resident of Chicago, was present and was the presiding officer of 
the day. Mr. Douglas was introduced to the audience by Mr. E. C. 
Swift, the president of the Ottawa committee on the celebration of the 
semi-centennial of the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858. 

Mr. Swift introduced Mr. Douglas in a few well chosen words, and 
the people received Mr. Douglas with enthusiasm. Mr. Douglas was 
much affected by the ovation given him and in accepting the chair, said : 

As you may well understand this is a sad and yet a happy day for me, 
a day when memory turns me back for more than forty years to the time 
when I knew both of th^ men, to honor whom you gather here today. I 
knew the one as a boy may know his father, his friend, his playmate, and 
his chum, whom he loved and respected, but had never learned to fear. 

The other, as a boy may know a president, who was never too busy to 
greet him kindly whenever he saw him, to muss his hair, to pull his ears, 
and to say gentle, kindly — nay, tender words of the father who had but lately 
been taken from him by the hand of death. 

Through all the passing years the wondrous sweetness of that beautifully 
ugly face has never left m^y memory, and today I can see. I can feel the in- 
finite sadness of those kindly eyes looking down into mine. Yes, I knew 
both of these men as a child might know them, and, mayhap, the innocence 
of the child fresh from the hands of God sees deeper into the moral natures 
of men than does all the wisdom of the world worn sages. I knew them 
both and loved them both, and to me this day brings both sadness and hap- 
piness. 

But apart from all personal considerations it seems to me well that we 
should gather here today. These two men differed in very many things, in 
fact, they differed in most things, but in one thing they were absolutely 
allike. They both loved their country. They fought as giants fight, each 
striving to bring about that which in his soul he believed to be best for his 
country. The one was crowned with victory, the other went down in defeat, 
but spent no time in sullen sorrow. As the war clouds rolled over this fair 
land he turned, without bitterness and without delay, from the open grave 
of his broken and buried ambitions to hold up the hands of his successful 
rival in maintaining the integrity of the nation. He stopped not to cavil, 
he stopped not to lament; he simply said, "Now, a man must be either a 
patriot or a traitor." Many, many men barkened unto that impassioned voice 
calling them, and they came and proved themselves patriots, yes, they came, 
Father Abraham, nearly a million men. 

Then, his ^ippointed work being done, he died, it has been said of a broken 
heart. I cannot discuss that now, but this much is surely true: Broken or 
not it was a steadfast, manly, loyal heart, which feared no man, and wherein 
there was no room for petty envy or biting malice. 

The other lived on to do the work which God had appointed him to do, 
namely, and simply, to save the Union of his fathers. He looked not to the 
right nor to the left, but ever straight ahead to the goal of his ambition 
and his destiny, an undivided, a reunited nation. He tried no experiments, 



he had no theories, he dealt only with stern realities. His agonized prayer 
during those four fearful years is compressed into one sentence of his 
second inaugural: "Thy holy will be done. The Union must and shall be 
preserved." His appointed task done, he, too, died, and joined his erstwhile 
rival on the other side, to live forever under God's kindly smile, for God's 
smile ever rests tenderly upon those who do what He has given them to do. 

For nearly half a century those two men have slept the sleep of the just — 
the one in the beautiful cemetery at Springfield, the other by the sounding 
waters of the lake he loved so well. From these graves coming generations 
may see growing two vines, each sturdy, but with widely varying leafage. 
These vines cross and re-cross each other, separate widely, but again ap- 
proach, run parallel, and then come togther. Finally, they unite and from 
that union blooms the most perfect specimen the world has ever seen of the 
pure white flower of self-abnegation, self-forgetting love of country. 

There let them sleep, but methinks it is well to teach our children the 
lesson their lives have taught us, namely, that the noblest work of God Is the 
man who does what it is given him to do without fear and without thought 
of self." 

A feature of the occasion was the singing of old songs by Jules 
Lombard who, as a member of the Lombard quartette sang at the 
original celebration. Mr. Lombard is a striking looking man, very 
large and powerful looking. His voice is still strong and sonorous. 

The ladies of the city gave a handsome floral parade, and the mer- 
chants and manufacturers gave an industrial parade which was most 
impressive. In the evening, at the close of Colonel Lewis' address, a 
handsome display of fire-works was set off. 

It was a great celebration and the people of Ottawa are to be con- 
gratulated on the success of the event, and it was a most encouraging 
beginning for the series of celebrations. 

Too much praise cannot be given to Mr. E. C. Swift, the chairman 
of the committee and his associates for their untiring labors to make 
the celebration this grand success. 

Notes on the Ottawa Meeting. 

Among the visitors and participants in the Ottawa celebration were, 
Gen. Alfred Orendorff, president of the Illinois State Historical So- 
ciety, and Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, secretary of the society. 

Mr. Stephen A. Douglas was accompanied by his wife, and Mrs. 
Douglas was interested in all the features of the celebration, and much 
impressed by the historic significance of the event. 

Mr. J. McCan Davis was accompanied by Mrs. Davis. 

Hon. Samuel Alschuler in his address, paid a tribute to the labors 
and influence of the Illinois State Historical Society in its aid of the 
movement for the celebration of the semi-centennial of the great joint 
debates, as well as in other branches of historical endeavors. 

The Ottawa Debate. 

An original poem on the first of the celebrations of the semi-centennial 
of the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858, by Mrs. Addie B. Roberts. 

Mrs. Roberts presented . the original copy of the poem to Hon. Stephen A. 
Douglas, son of the "Little Giant." 

Just fifty years ago today. 

Upon this spot amid the throng, 
Lincoln and Douglas in debate did pay 

A lasting tribute to right and wrong. 
This tablet marks this hallowed place. 

In honor of the great event. 



When these great men stood face to face, 

And to their eloquence gave vent. 
Both for the Senatorial chair 

Were striving to secure the same ; 
The Little Giant was seated there — 

Lincoln won presidential fame. 
The ship of State in danger stood, 

It must not sink but stem the tide. 
The railsplitter who chopped much wood 

Did pilot it and safely guide. 
Till fleeting time shall be no more. 

This tablet will tell the story great, 
To generations o'er and o'er, 

Of the Lincoln-Douglas joint debate. 



The Freeport Celebration, August 27, 1908. 



Observance of the fiftieth anniversary of that memorable day when 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas met in Freeport for the 
second of a series of debates was made the occasion of a celebration in 
accordance with the dignity of the meeting when Lincoln and Douglas 
faced that immense throng and the result of which carried Lincoln into 
the president's chair. It was a day long to be remembered by the 
people of the present generation, who united with the white haired 
men and women of half a century ago in paying homage to the mem- 
ory of the "Railsplitter" and the "Little Giant." A great throng of 
people surrounded the speakers' stand on Mechanic street, between 
Clark and Douglas avenues the spot where the debate occurred fifty 
years ago, and where a boulder was in 1903 placed to mark the spot. 
Conspicuous among the number were those wearing the badges of dis- 
tinction which attested the fact that they were at the original debate. 
The registration of these old citizens was large, a greater number hav- 
ing made application for badges than the committee anticipated. 

Perfect weather was in store for the celebration. A gentle breeze 
prevailed all day and everything passed off with a smoothness that' 
was remarkable when is considered the great mass of details that 
received attention. 

The central point of interest was the platform where the celebration 
was held, and second in interest was the Brewster house, where Lin- 
coln and Douglas met their admirers half a century ago. Both places 
were handsomely decorated. The celebration brought an unusually 
large number of people to Freeport who are prominent in their respec- 
tive communities. 

A vast sea of faces greeted the speakers when they mounted the plat- 
form and there was loud cheering and applause. The popular Henney 
band was near the platform and added to the attraction of the program. 

Gen. Smith D. Atkins, chairman of the general committee, called 
the meeting to order. 

The invocation was pronounced by Rev. L. C. Schmidt, pastor of 
Trinity United EvangeHcal church. 

Appropriate for the occasion was the singing of patriotic songs by 
the Temple quartette, the members of which are Messrs. Roy K. Far- 
well, Reeve Burton, A. C. Kennedy and W. R. Hannah. The opening 
number was "My Country 'Tis of Thee." 

The program of addresses for the afternoon was as follows : 
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Hon. Jonathan P. Dolliver, United States Senator. from Iowa, who 
spoke of Abraham Lincoln. 

Hon. W. T. Davidson, of Lewistown, 111., who spoke of Stephen A. 
Douglas. 

Hon. Frank O. Lowden, member of Congress from this district, who 
spoke of Robert R. Hitt. 

Preceding the address of Senator Dolliver the quartette sang "Col- 
umbia, the Gem of the Ocean," and at the beginning of Congressman 
Lowden's address the selection was "The Star Spangled Banner." 

Gen. Alfred Orendorff , of Springfield, president of the Illinois State 
Historical Socciety, was called upon, and he kindly responded : 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen — On behalf of the Illinois State 
Historical Society which is represented here by several of its olBcers, I wish 
to express great satisfaction on account of the successful manner in which 
the citizens of Freeport are celebrating the semi-centennial of the Lincoln 
and Douglas debate. 

Felicitations and thanks are especially due to Gen. -Atkins and his efficient 
associates in the planning and execution of this magnificent demonstration. 

Colonel Lowden in his eloquent address has referred to the racial troubles 
at Springfield. As a resident of Springfield and familiar with the unfor- 
tunate events, I wish to say that no city of the size of Springfield can be held 
derelict to duty because of the sudden outbreak of violence by the hoodlum 
elements. It is caused by the reprehensible defiance of law that is too pre- 
valent In our land. Predatory wealth has set an example that ignorance and 
vice has not been slow to follow. I have this to say, that Springfield should 
be judged by the manner in which it has and is meeting this emergency. 
The law loving citizens of Springfield met violence and outrage with a firm 
determination to execute the law without reference to, nationality or color, 
and every means was taken to protect the defenseless In their rights of 
life, liberty and property. Through the orderly process of the courts all 
will be prosecuted and no guilty man allowed to escape. 

The civil and military officers have done their full duty, and to give special 
praise would be invidious. 

This great occasion has Its special lesson in the fact that Lincoln and 
Douglas regarded the observance of the law as the highest duty of American 
citizenship. When Douglas returned to Illinois on his patriotic mission in 
defense of the Union, his last words sent to his absent sons were, "Tell 
them to support the constitution and obey the laws." 

Those words are an admonition and an exhortation to all American citi- 
zens. 

From the inspiration of this historic spot let us all renew our devotion to 
law and order, to constitutional liberty and to the rights of all men to stand 
equal before the law to the end, in the language of Lincoln, that we may 
have "A Government of the people, by the people and for the people." 

At the close of the regular program General Smith D. Atkins was 
called upon by voices in the crowd and spoke as follows : 

My Fellow Citizens — If you will have It so, I will talk five minutes by the 
town clock: 

I first knew Mr. Lincoln in 1856. I met him here in Freeport when he 
was with a party of gentlemen, Inspecting the newly constructed Illinois 
Central railroad. With that party he took dinner at the Brewster house, and 
was several hours in the city. 

I met him again here in Freeport on August 27, 1858. I was present in 
his room in the Brewster house on the forenoon of that day, when the ques- 
tions he asked Senator Douglas in the afternoon were under discussion, and 
I know that apparently all present were opposed to his asking Mr. Douglas 
the second question, and that Mr. Lincoln followed his own conviction, and 
asked that question, and that Mr. Douglas replied just as all predicted that 
he would, just as Mr. Lincoln believed that he would, and Mr. Douglas did 
beat Mr Lincoln for Senator; but Mr. Lincoln's persistency in asking that 



question made the election of Mr. Douglas as president Impossible, as Mr. 
Lincoln said it would, and it really made Mr. Lincoln so well known that he 
himself was nominated and elected president of the United States. Here 
in Freeport, on August 27, 1858, one man was defeated and the other man 
really made president of the republic. I never met Mr. Lincoln afterward, 
but I have a commission as a general ofllcer in the army, signed by Abraham 
Lincoln, as president of the United States and commander-in-chief. 

I first met Mr. Douglas two years earlier, also here in Freeport, in 1854, 
and I reported the Sipeech he delivered standing on a dry goods box in front 
of the old Pennsylvania house, where the First National bank now is. I 
was present at the debate on August 27, 1858, and saw and heard Mr. Doug- 
las. 

When the civil war came in April, 1861, I enlisted as a private soldier, but 
was chosen by my comrades as captain of the first company raised in Free- 
port, and went with my company to Springfield. Between Decatur and Spring- 
field our train was sidetracked to give a clear right of way to a special train 
bearing Senator Douglas to Springfield from Indianapolis, where he had 
spoken the evening before. When the special train went by our train fol- 
lowed, and when we were filing out of the cars at the Wabash depot In 
Springfield some one on horseback told us to wait a little while and Senator 
Douglas would come from his hotel and make us a speech. Mr. Douglas 
soon came, and standing up in his open carriage he bade us welcome to the 
capital of the State, and God-speed in the serious work in which we were 
about to engage, and he closed his speech by saying, in substance, "The time 
has come when there can be but two parties, a party of patriots and a party 
of traitors." I tell you, my fellow citizens, my hat went high into the air 
for Senator Douglas, and I have been one of his admirers from that hour. 
He was as loyal to his country as was Abraham Lincoln. Better than that, 
' the Douglas Democrats of Illinois, yes, and better still, the Douglas Demo- 
crats throughout all the loyal north were as loyal as their loyal leader. 

These two great men, Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, were 
political rivals here in Illinois from early manhood. Douglas was far the 
most successful, succeeding in everything, advancing rapidly in public favor, 
filling many ofiicial positions, while Mr. Lincoln, as eager as Mr. Douglas 
in the race for public favor, met with very indifferent success, but finally, 
dating from this hour and this spot, fifty years ago, passed his political 
rival and went onward to the presidency of the republic, the final goal of 
political ambition, which Mr. Douglas never reached. 

At the beginning of the Civil War in this country, Mr. Douglas demon- 
strated his splendid loyalty, and quickly passed from earth, leaving a record 
of shining glory; Mr. Lincoln lived to bring the great war to a successful 
conclusion, and just as the sunlight of victory and peace was breaking, filling 
all the land with joy, he also passed from the earth. "He who had climbed 
fame's ladder so high, from the round at the top stepped to the sky." 

One of the most interesting features of the Freeport celebration 
was the historical exhibit in the city library building. 

It consisted of portraits of early residents of Freeport and Stephen- 
son county, early maps, newspapers, books by local authors, articles 
of furniture, musical instruments, in short it was a veritable historical 
museum, which was an illustrated story of the beginnings and growth 
of the locality. 

The members of the committee, Mr. Edward LePelley, Miss Lane, 
E. L. Burchard, F. N. Bass, Mrs. C. F. Hildreth, Miss Esther Dana, 
Capt. Fred C. Held, Miss Isabelle Fry and their associates worked 
untiringly, and with marked success. 

The collection was really a remarkable one, of which Freeport has a 
right to be proud. 



lO 

The ladies of the William Brewster Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution gave a reception in the morning to the visitors 
in the city, especially the ladies. 

Mrs. Charles D. Knowlton, regent, received the visitors, assisted by 
the other officers of the chapter and the special guests of the day, Mrs. 
Frank O. Lowden, Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, secretary of the Illinois 
State Historical Society, and her daughter, Mrs. Linda Weber Weeks, 
Mrs. Hitt Newcomer, sister of the late Congressman R. R. Hitt, and 
Mrs. Charles F. Hildreth. 

About 400 ladies called on the chapter and its friends. 

A large number of prominent citizens of the State attended the Free- 
port meeting. Among them may be mentioned Mr. B. F. Shaw of 
Dixon, the veteran editor; Mr. J. W. Clinton of Polo, one of the 
directors of the Illinois State Historical Society ; and the distinguished 
gentlemen who were the orators of the day. 

No report of the Freeport celebration would be complete without 
mentioning the splendid efforts of Gen. Smith D. Atkins, one of the 
vice presidents of the Illinois State Historical Society, and the chair- 
man of the committee in charge of the Freeport celebration. 

The Freeport celebration was a success in every respect, and to 
General Atkins and his associates this was in large measure due. 

The press of the city also gave excellent reports of the celebration. 

Among the many incidents that the celebration of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the Lincoln-Douglas debate has brought to light is one of 
unusual interest. There is now living, in the home for veteran railroad 
engineers at Highland Park, 111., the man who ran the engine of the 
train that brought Abraham Lincoln to Freeport on Aug. 27, 1858. 
Capt. C. C. Jones, a veteran in the service of the Illinois Central 
railroad, is well known among railroad men from Dubuque to Chi- 
cago. "Dad" Jones, as he is familiarly known to his friends, has 
been in the service of the Illinois Central for fully forty years, and 
perhaps there is no other event of his long railroad career that is as 
vividly recalled at this time as the run into Freeport on that now 
famous day fifty years ago. 

Captain Jones was born in Peru, O., May 5, 1825. His first railroad 
experience was a run on the Buffalo & Lake Shore and after that 
followed a few years on the New York & Erie. Illinois, then a frontier 
of railroading, was attractive to the young engineer, and in the fall 
of '57 or the spring of '58 he came to the west and entered the service 
of the Illinois Central. It was only a few months after his arrival in 
Illinois that the series of debates was opened, when occurred the event 
of which he is now proud. Mr. Jones remained with the Illinois 
Central until 1897, when he went to the home for aged and disabled 
railroad employes that is maintained at Highland Park by the Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Engineers. He is in good health and in full 
possession of his faculties and delights to tell of the part he took in 
the event that is now being celebrated. 
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Plans for Celebrations. 



Plans for the Jonesboro Celebration September 15, 1908. 

JoNESBORO, III., Aug. 2t, 1908. 
Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, Secretary State Historical Society, Spring- 
Held, III: 

In reply to your telegram we write you as follows : 

We are making progress in our preparations for celebrating the 
semi-centennial of the great debate between L.iiicoln and Douglas 
which took place on the fair grounds at Jonesboro, Union county. 111., 
on the 15th day of September, 1858. 

Our celebratiorr will take place on the same grounds on the 15th 
dy) of September, 1908. 

These grounds ' are situated about 500 yards north of the public 
square in Jonfesboro, on a very handsome piece of ground which had 
been procured and has been used for that purpose by the Union 
County Agricultural and Mechanical Association since 1857, and they 
will hold their fifty-third meeting, commencing on the 14th and 
extending to and including the 17th day of September, 1908. 

This fair association is in hearty sympathy with the movement to 
celebrate the semi-centennial of the Lincoln-Douglas debate and is 
giving to the committee of arrangements all the assistance that the 
fair association is able to render. 

This fair association is not a joint stock company but was organized 
and is controlled by the farmers, mechanics and business people of 
the county, and all of its receipts are expended in paying premiums 
and keeping up the grounds of the fair association. Gen. A. E. 
Stevenson of Bloomington and Gov. C. H. Haskell of Oklahoma will 
be the principal speakers. 

We have not arranged all of our program yet, nor have we secured 
all of the speakers that we hope to have present, though some who 
have been invited by us have consented to be present and take part 
in the celebration. 

We have not yet erected our memorial stone, but the committee has 
been appointed and they are taking such steps as will secure having 
the stone in place at the proper time. We expect it to be a large 
boulder from the hills of Union county. Gen. Alfred Orendorff, 
president of the Illinois State Historical Society, will make the address 
accepting the boulder. 

We send you under separate cover a photo of the spot where the 
debate took place. 
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This is all we have to write now, but assure you that everything 
will be in order, and we expect a great crowd of citizens from this 
and surrounding counties at the celebration. 

Yours truly, 

Monroe C. Crawford, 
Chairman Committee on Arrangements. 

W. O. Brown, 

Secretary. 

The following are the names of some of the persons who were pres- 
ent at the Lincoln-Douglas debates held in Jonesboro, Sept. 15, 1858: 
Mrs. Rebecca Grear, Jonesboro, 111. W. W. Wiley, Anna, 111. 
David Sowers, Jonesboro, 111. Judson Grear, Jonesboro, 111. 

Mrs. David Sowers, Jonesboro, 111. John Plckrell, Anna, 111. 
John M. Rich, Cobden, 111. William J. Standard, Anna, 111. 

Benj. M. Hunsaker, Murphysboro, 111. Walter Grear, Anna, 111. 
Ed. Terpinitz, Carbondale, 111. George Barringer, Jonesboro, 111. 

John Spire, Anna, 111. A. J. Bunch, McGlure, 111. 

James W. Fuller, Anna, 111. Judge William A. Spain, Vienna, 111. 

Martin V. Brown, Anna, 111. Judge M. V. ITssery, Anna, 111. 

C. Perry Harris, 6057 Gates ave., St. R. Johnson, president First National 

Louis, Mo. Bank, Anna, 111. 

J. F. Casper, Marion, 111. Benjamin H. Anderson, Jonesboro, 111. 



Plans for the Charleston Celebration, September 18, 1908. 

Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, Springfield, III. : 

Dear Madam — Extensive preparations are being made and Charles- 
ton expects, in a fitting way, to celebrate on September i8th the 
semi-centennial of the Lincoln-Douglas debates. 

Judge S. S. Anderson, a member of the State Historical Society, 
was made chairman of the local committee on arrangements, and 
Judge T. N. Cofer, secretary and treasurer; the other members of 
committee consist of the following named citizens : 

Hon. H. A. Neal, A. J. Craig, Prof. DeWitt Elwood, W. J. Kenny, 
Judge F. K. Dunn, I. H. Johnston, Dr. L. C. Lord, Hon. A. J. Frver, 
W. E. Hill, Mayor W. R. Patton, Dr. N. Starr, George H. Jeffries, 
James K. Rardin, Lucian Wheatly, C. L. Lee, C. D. McCrory, H. B. 
Glassco and Ralph Jeffries. 

Dr. Jenkin Lloyd Jones of Chicago, a great admirer of the martyred 
President, and who has written much about him, has been secured to 
deliver the principle address on that occasion. His address will be 
devoted especially to Mr. Lincoln and the joint debate in general. 

Col. W. T. Davidson of Lewistown, 111., who was a personal friend 
and admirer of Senator Douglas, will deliver a specially prepared 
address on Douglas. 

Prof. S. E. Thomas, instructor in history in the Eastern Illinois 
Normal School, has prepared a special address embodying all the 
local features and traditions concerning the great debate in Charleston. 
The address of Professor Thomas will doubtless be one of the most 
interesting features of the program. 

The celebration will be held at the fair ground on practically the 
same spot where the joint debate took place fifty years ago. It will 
be an all-day and evening affair, and many prominent and distin- 
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guished citizens tliroughout the State are expected to be present. 
All persons now living who attended the joint debate Sept. i8, 1858, 
are especially invited to be present on this occasion, and will be given 
reserved seats on the platform. 

It will be a holiday for both the Eastern Illinois Normal School 
and the public schools of the city, and they are' expected to take an 
active part in the exercises of the day. Excellent music is to be 
provided and doubtless the exercises will close with a blaze of glory 
in the form of fire-works display at night. 

Special committees have been appointed as follows: Program com- 
mittee, finance committee, committee on music, and committee on 
publicity. 

The celebration will be an all-day picnic affair and all patriotic 
citizens are extended a most cordial invitation to be present. 

S. S. Anderson, 
Chairman of Committee. 



Plans for the Galesburg Celebration October 7, 1908. 

August 5, 1908. 

Dear Mrs. Weber — We are to have with us at the Galesburg 
celebration Hon. William H. Taft of Ohio, and Gen. A. E. Stevenson 
of Bloomington. 

The arrangements for the celebration at Galesburg have not pro- 
gressed as far, or as satisfactorily, as they should. Colonel Carr made 
an effort last winter to secure Mr. Taft's presence, and has received 
encouraging assurances. 

Within the last few weeks I have, in cooperation with the local 
committee, been making urgent efforts to complete our program. We 
have extended a number of invitations and are now awaiting replies. 

We are to have with us also. President John H. Finley of the 
College of the city of New York, who, as you remember, was the 
originator of the celebration of the debate. 

I anticipate that within the next few days our program will be 
completed. The mortient it is I will write you fully. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Philip S. Post, Jr. 



Plans for the Quincy Celebration October 13, 1908. 

QuiNCY, Aug. 19, 1908. 
Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber — In reply to your telegram I' have to 
state I was away from home when it arrived. 

We have been very much delayed in receiving answers to our 
invitations. Our speakers thus far engaged are : Hon. Stephen A. 
Douglas, Hon. George A. Adams of Chicago, Hon. Harry Higbee, 
Judge Edmands of Carthage, Hancock county, and Hon. William H. 
Collins. There will be some short reminiscent talks. will send you 
a program just as soon as it is from the press. 

Yours truly, 

William H. Collins. 
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Plans for the Last Celebration, Alton, October 15, 1908. 

The following letter to the secretary of the Lincoln-Douglas celebra- 
tion and Home Coming Days, will explain itself: 

St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 20, 1908. 
Bon. J. J. Mclnerney: 

Deab Sib — I am enclosing a list of the committees for the Lincoln and 
Douglas celebration and Home Coming Days. 

You will notice we have not yet formed the reception committee. This 
will be arranged later. 

In addition to these committees. Post Office Day is in complete charge of 
Hon. Henry Brueggemann, Mayor Bedll and the city council. The Illliii 
hotel day is in complete charge of the building committee, consisting of 
H. L. Black, H. H. Ferguson, R. H. Levis, Eben Rodgers, E. M. Dorsey, H. 
S. Dorsey and B. M. Gaddis. 

All the meiabers of the committees are requested to meet in the council 
chamber Tuesday evening, August 25, at 8 o'clock. 

Please publish the lists and request for meeting and oblige. 

Yours truly, 

E. M. Bowman. 

Executive committee — B. M. Bowman, J. Wead, H. B. Sparks, E. M. Dorsey, 
J. F. McGInnis, J. C. Paulstich. 

Finance— John Bible, L. J. Hartman, B. G. Meriwether. 

Program — P. W. Coyle, L. Hellrung, H. A. Wutzler. 

Parade — Col. A. M. Jackson, W. Welsbach, C. E. Freeman. 

Decoration — W. H. Neerman, Herman Reck, H. J. Bowman. 

Music — John F. Busse, J. W. Schmoeller, Jr., W. Armstrong. 

Publicity and Amusement — William Sauvage, ■William Netzhammer, J. B. 
Steck. 

As we said the other day the time is getting short and it is high time 
that our real work should begin ; let there be a good attendance at the 
council chamber at the meeting to be held Tuesday evening, Aug. 25th. 

August 20, 1908. 
Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, Springfield, III. : 

Dear Mrs. Weber — I received your telegram of yesterday, on my 
return to Alton last evening. 

So far as the Lincoln and Douglas debate anniversary is concerned 
in Alton, we have secured Col. Clark E. Carrto speak on Lincoln 
and Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson to speak on Douglas. 

Further, we propose to erect a bronze tablet on the city hall where 
the debate took place. 

We intend to have a three days' "Home Coming;" the 15th of 
October, of course, to be devoted to the Lincoln and Douglas affair. 
On one of the other days we expect to have a "corner stone laying" 
of a new $125,000 hotel, which will be put up in Alton, and on the 
third day to break ground or have some exercises celebrating the fact 
that we are to have a government postoffice building in Alton. 

As to all the details and the program, I am unable to enlighten you 
at present. We have just been able to fill out our list of committees, 
and I have called them to meet next Tuesday evening in order to 
push the work. I feel satisfied, from the interest" the people are now 
taking in the event, we will be able to have a great and successful 
celebration in Alton. 

Yours truly, 

E. M. Bowman, 



